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Schedule for today
12.15 Current stage of the thesis

13.00 About writing a method chapter (and a 
reminder of academic writing)

14.00 Article task

14.30 Discussion and next steps

14.45-15.30 Working with one’s own empirical 
part



Current situation?
Describe shortly the state of your study: 
What you have done so far, what parts of the plan are progressing well, where 
you have challenges (5min/student)
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The Empirical Part of The
Thesis
- Your Contribution!



Structure of the empirical part
-Aim and research questions

-Research methods
- Context of the study
- Participant
- Data collection and analysis

-Results

3. AIM AND RESEARCH QUESTIONS

4. METHODS

3.1. Participants and Context

3.2. Study design and data collection procedure

3.3 Methods

3.4. Data analysis

4. RESULTS

4.1. RQ1 xxx

4.2. RQ2 xxx

4.3. RQ3 xxx

4.4. Summary of the main findings
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AIM
- Core of your research! 

- Clear aim that is expressed coherently in all parts. 

- Reframe the research questions as long as they are formulated right and precisely. RQs are both your 
tools and guides in your research. 

- Do not have to include anything else than general aim/objective and specific RQs (2-3)

◦ Don’t make questions that can be answered yes/no -> then use hypothesis (but be aware what you need 
to be able to do with analysis to prove them)

This part is the checking point during the process: 
Is my theoretical part framing the aim? 
Does the aim and RQ s reflect what I have actually done? Does the discussion highlight my main findings according the aim?



Example (by Kaisa Pihlaja)



Research design, methods and analysis 
Research Methodology
- Participants (Describe who, How many, From where, How Were They chosen, Why They Were chosen)
- Context
- Research design/Procedure etc. (picture, table etc.)

- Data collection procedure
◦ Methods used
◦ Analysis procedure

◦ Describe the progression of the analysis carefully and in a concrete way  has to replicable  validity
◦ Coding scheme including examples from the data.

◦ Kappa values

Not general facts/description about analyses methods etc. However, use references to methodological research 
literature! 

Clear and easy, GET A GOOD EXAMPLE!
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Results
Explain clearly and in logical order.

Follow the order of the research questions.

Look for examples.

How you can illustrate your results in Figures, Tables etc.?

Just showing a lot of “raw data” is not results, try to find “generality”.

Think, how your results relate to theory and former research results. However, not discussion 
yet, just “facts”!
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Academic writing

◦ Academic texts are expected to…

1. Introduce a claim

2. Acknowledge prior work and situate the claim within a disciplinary context

3. Substantiate the claim with evidence and argumentation

→Academic texts understand the past but look to the future. In doing so, they drive the 
scientific discussion onwards.

Use APA-style from very beginning. 



Features of academic language

Informative

◦ The objective of academic language is to inform rather than to 
entertain.

Formal

◦ Academic language avoids colloquial words and expressions. Also

metaphorical or emotive language should be used cautiously.  Written
texts use a standard written form and adhere to formal guidelines.

Precise and accurate

◦ Facts, measures and times are given as precisely as possible. 
Vocabulary is used accurately and concepts are defined.



Features of academic language

Objective and reliable

◦ Academic communication is objective rather than subjective. Evidence and 
justification needs to be presented for claims.

Complex

◦ Written language has longer words, it is lexically more dense and it has a more varied
vocabulary. 

Clear

◦ Ambiguity and obscurity is not a virtue. Good writers avoid long sentences and 

paragraphs, complex structures and overuse of abstract concepts. Good writers also

explain their ideas and their work. 



TASK – Find a way to structure and present 
empirical part of your thesis work accurately 
and suitably for your research

1. Search few good examples of empirical section /some parts of the articles  that would fit 
YOUR thesis. Focus on structure and presentation, not content! Email your article + your findings 
to Essi (will be out to the Wordpress) (30 min)

2. Work on your empirical part (AIM, METHODOLOGY, ANALYSIS) (45 min)
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Roadmap for spring 2018

• Empirical
part

• DL 9.1.

Seminar 16.1.

• Theoretical
framework

• DL 31.1.

Seminar 6.2.
• Finalizing

thesis

• DL 20.3.

Laturi 10.4.

• Reviewing
the thesis by
opponent

Seminars 17.4. 
and 8.5.

Graduation
24.5.
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Questions?
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